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HEAR FORMER ISRAELI SOLDIER, 
NOW A PEACE ACTIVIST  

By Anne Else, Co-chairwoman, Nebraskans for 
Peace Palestinian Rights Group 

 
     Chen Alon, a former Israeli soldier discharged 
when he signed a statement refusing to participate 
in military action against the Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories, will talk about his peace work. 
The Omaha event featuring Chen, who uses 
Theatre of the Oppressed activities in his work, is 
free. It will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday May 23 and 
will take place at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 2556 
South 138th Street (West Center Road and 138th 
Street). 
     Chen is a member of Combatants for Peace, 
who describe themselves as follows: 
     ñWe are a group of Israeli and Palestinian 
individuals who were actively involved in the cycle of 
violence in our area. The Israelis served as combat 
soldiers in the Israel Defense Forces and the 
Palestinians were involved in acts of violence in the 
name of Palestinian liberation. 
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Anti -War 

Annual Rice and Beans  
Potluck ñPicnicò 

Sunday June 1, 2008, 2:00 P.M.  
Hanscom Park Pavilion, 32

nd 

 and Woolworth Avenue, Omaha  
  

     The annual rice and beans dinner is a chance to 
share a meal in solidarity with people in the world who 
survive each day with so much less than we enjoy. It is 
also the major fund-raising event for the Omaha 
chapter of Nebraskans for Peace, so please bring your 
checkbook and an open heart. 
     A special presentation by University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln Economics Professor Hendrik (Hank) van den 
Berg will address the cost of war to the United States 
and Iraq. He will talk about the estimates of $3 trillion 
that the war in Iraq will cost the United States--if we 
leave that country soon. The much smaller country of 
Iraq with 25 million people will likely pay the same 
amount as the United States. 
     Van den Berg has written college textbooks titled 
ñInternational Economics,ò ñEconomic Growth and 
Developmentò and ñInternational Trade and Economic 
Growth,ò which explores if an open or closed economy 
grows faster. He has been at UNL for 19 years, and 
previously he lived and worked in Nicaragua, Brazil, 
Mexico and Portugal. He is a regular writer for the NFP 
Nebraska Report newsletter. 
     This rice and beans event should be more fun for 
entire families than our past dinners because it is in a 
park. Please bring your entire family and outdoor toys 
for the kids, such as a Frisbee or a ball to share, . . . 

     Please bring a bean dish, salad or 
dessert. NFP will supply the rice, drinks, 
and place settings (or you may bring your 
own). We do need you to R.S.V.P. to 
nfpOmaha@NebraskansForPeace.org or 
453-0776 so we will know how much rice to 
make. Please send an email message with 
a subject of: ñR.S.V.P. Rice and Beans, __ 
persons,ò letting us know the number of 
people who will attend from your home.  

 




